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Aim of the Course:

By the end of the course the student will have an understanding of the events and         theological insights of the mid-to late 19th century that form the backdrop for 20th and 21st century developments in theology. The student will reflect upon various theologies including ethnic, feminist and class expressions.  By the end of the course the student will reflect continued growth as a pastoral theologian.

Methods:

Class time will consist of lecture and working together in teams and as a class.  The contributions of every student are important in this format.

Texts:

1.   Christ and Culture, H. Richard Niebuhr, HarperOne, 2001 (orig. 1951).

2.  Manifold Witness:  The Plurality of Truth, John R. Franke, Abingdon Press, 2009.  

3.   Modern Christian Thought:  The Twentieth Century, 2nd Edition, James C. Livingston, et.al., Fortress Press, 2006 (orig. 2000). 

4.  Essential Theological Terms, Justo L. Gonzalez, Westminster John Knox Press, 2005.

 Assignments:

1. Students will prepare a paper allowing them to interact with the material presented in Christ and Culture.

2. Students will prepare an outline of Manifold Witness: The Plurality of Truth.
3.  Students will prepare a report on an agreed upon theological topic from the chapter listing in Modern Christian Thought.

Pre‑Course Assignment:

You are to read Christ and Culture.  You will find this reading challenging.  I would suggest that you start on the book soon. You will be working with a team in presenting a particular chapter of the book, but you won't know which one until the class meets. You are to prepare a paper of no more than three pages, double-spaced, with three questions in mind.  (1.) Which category, such as "Christ Against Culture," "Christ of Culture," etc.  do I best fit and why?  (2.) Which category does the church I am now serving best fit and why?  (3.) Which category does the United Methodist Church best fit and why?  Each category is a chapter heading from Chapter 2 through Chapter 6.  The first category would be "Christ Against Culture." 
Please make sure that your papers reflect your knowledge of the material.  I do not want extensive quotations from the book, but you should document your sources from the book by citing the page number(s).  I want to hear from you in your own words.   You should explain the meaning of your chosen category to the best of your ability.  Then give the reasons why your church, you, and the United Methodist Church fit in that particular category.  

Your Christ and Culture papers are due in the Center for Ministry office by March 23, 2012.

Mailing Address:  


Loye Ashton, MS COS 512


51 Roundtree Circle


Brandon, MS 39042

Assignment for Session One (April 13 and 14)

You are to outline the chapters from Manifold Witness: The Plurality of Truth.  The purpose of the outline is to distill the important information from your reading.  Your outlines may be formal with Roman numerals, capital letters, numbers and lower case letters or your outlines may be more informal with simple headings and dashes to denote subheadings. The important thing to remember is that you are seeking the most important information in each chapter. Do not simply outline every little bit of information. 

Assignment for Session Two (April 27 and 28)

At the end of Session One you will select the theological topic (from the Livingston book) that you will report on for Session Two.  It would be good for you to look through this book before Session One in order to have at least three choices of topics that most interest you.  The topics are divided along the chapter headings.  Between the First and the Second Sessions you will prepare your report to present to the class.  During your report you will be the specialist on that topic and the class is counting on you to give an informed and accurate summary of the material in order to effectively learn about that topic based on the thoroughness of your presentation.  Your report will be at least 15-20 minutes in length with an additional 5 minutes for questions from the class.  You are required to provide handouts (3 pages max.) for the class that outline your report and provide key information that you want them know.  PowerPoint presentations are also encouraged, but not required.  If you do choose to include a PowerPoint presentation as part of your report, you must email me your slide document no later than April 26.  The PowerPoint presentation should not exceed 12 slides.

EVALUATION:

The student's work will be evaluated in light of the quality level of the entire class.  Other factors for evaluation include turning work in on time and the student's level of class participation.  The student’s willingness to engage in class discussion and presentations will influence the student’s grade. Late papers will be penalized. 

COURSE OUTLINE:

Friday, April 13: 


Discuss Christ and Culture
Saturday, April 14: 


Conclude class presentations on Christ and Culture






Discuss Manifold Witness: The Plurality of Truth
Friday and Saturday, April 27-28:
Complete Manifold Witness: The Plurality of Truth





Theological Topic Report presentations
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